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PRACTICE 6

The district’s system of assessments for academic and non-
academic skills are aligned to the curriculum.

The district conducts an inventory of assessments for each content area, 
grade level, and competency identified in the district curriculum. The 
inventory is used to identify areas of strength within the system of 
assessments used, gaps in content or competencies assessed, and teacher 
knowledge of assessment practices that can be used in the ongoing 
development and review of a balanced-assessment system.

GETTING 
AWARE

GETTING 
READY

The district maps the assessments to student learning outcomes, skills or 
competencies identified in the district curriculum. The maps assist district 
leaders to evaluate where the assessments work together to support 
instruction or student intervention decisions. District leaders use the 
inventory and mapping to identify areas of focus for aligning assessments to 
the curriculum. The district develops a plan to align existing assessments 
and to fill gaps in assessment practices.
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GETTING 
STARTED

GETTING 
BETTER

KEEP 
IMPROVING

The district ensures that a system of assessments are available and used for 
each area of learning identified in the district curriculum. These include 
common summative assessments, state-mandated benchmark, and 
diagnostic assessments in classrooms of the same topic or grade level.

The district provides a system of common assessments for each area of 
learning identified in the district curriculum. These include  
• common summative assessments,  
• benchmark assessments aligned to national norms, and 
• diagnostic assessments for use in identifying needs for tiered learning 

supports for academic content.

The district ensures that assessments are available for each core topic. These 
include summative assessments and state-mandated benchmark and 
diagnostic assessments in core areas.
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IS - Curriculum Resources: Practice 6

INDICATOR AREA - Academic Assessment Resources

While this practice has a single set of preparation actions / indicators, there are two 
separate indicator areas for implementation, as shown below and on the next page.
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GETTING 
STARTED

GETTING 
BETTER

KEEP 
IMPROVING

The district uses a common set of assessments to address non-academic 
skills and competencies at each developmental level, and applies these to 
guide instructional practices and intervention strategies.

The district uses a range of assessments to address non-academic skills and 
competencies at each developmental level, and applies these to guide 
instructional practices, intervention strategies, and learning supports for 
students. These are part of a comprehensive, balanced-assessment system.

The district identifies a set of assessments to address non-academic skills 
and competencies at each developmental level.

INDICATOR AREA - Non-Academic (Whole Child) Assessment Resources
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